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WAGES, GOODS AND SERVICES IN TBILISI , +

1. Although wage standards and salarles in Georgla were similar or ldenti-
‘eal to standards throughout the rest of the USSR, the Georglan people
seemed to 1ive much better than those in other sectlons of the country
/Encls. A and B/. I attribute this largely to four factors:

a. The nature of the people themselves and their spirit of cooperation.
In other sections of the USSR every person was out for himself;
the Georglans tried to help one another 2s much as they could,
not only within the family but between friends. ‘Where a. man and
his wife were both working, life was not too difficult; but ir
there were children in the family and the wife was unable to work,
1ife could be more difficult. In such cases, those in more com-
fortable circumstances helped the others through their difficulties.

b. Another contributing factor was that many people were able to
supplement their salaries with outslde income. For example, one
of my friends wove sllk as a pastime, which proved to be rather
profitable. There seemed to be a number of such possibilities.

¢. Another factor in the better living standards was that apparently
the suthorities were less severe with the workers on the kolkhozy.
‘Each had his own garden plot and farm animals -and was able to dis-
pose of the produce on the free market without much lnterference
from the authorities. There had not been the periodlc waves of
seizures by the authorities in Georgia of such produce. and land as
had been reported in other sectlons of the USSR; in the entire
post-war perlod there was little knownh of such activities. The
result of all this. was that there were many more goods available
to the Georglans, which naturally improved their standard of
living. - '
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&t a cost of 30 rubles per suit, with a wait or two or three days.
There were no laundries, however, since the Georglans preferred to

do their own work. My wife used to hire a woman to do the laundry.

I want to emphasize however, that our relatively good living standard
was possible only becsuse we had no ¢hildren and my wife was able to
supplement the family income with her own salary.

8. Tbilisi had a2 number of movie houses and theaters. I estimate that
there were 10 large movie houses, as well as countless smaller ones
and movies at numerous clubs. Prices for tickets ranged from three
to five rubles. Of the several theaters, there were two in the
Georglan language, one in Russilan, one in Azerbaijani, and one Jewish,
Prices for these were 5 - 12 prubles. In addition there were two chile-
drents theaters, one in Georglan and one 1in Russian, and a marionette
theater. There was an opera house where operas and ballet were pre-
sented. The usual practice with the opera was that there would be
one or two guest stars from Moscow, but the basic company was from
Tbiliei. (The city maintained 1ts own ballet company.) Tickets were
up to 20 rubles at this house. There was also a theater for presen-
tatlon of operettas and light operas. Finally, Tbhilisi had a c¢ircus
during the winter months which cost up to 15 rubles a performance. In

.addition there were a number of small club theaters,

9. Tbilisi had about seven or elght large restaurants with quite good
kitchens., The Georglans were famous for theilr food. There were any
number of smaller restaurants and cafes in Thilisi.

10, It was quite a common practice to entertain and visit friends in
Georgla, Georgians being known as a hospitable people.

Annexes:
A. Cost of Living Reference Sheet, Tbilisi, Georglan SSR
B. Budget in Rubles for an Average Family in Georgian SSR (1952)
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Annex A. Cost of Living Reference Sheet, Thilisi, Georglan SSR

FOODSTUFFS STATE STORES FREE MARKET
' o (pricés in rubles) (prices In rubles)

Black bread, kilo 1.70 2.5
White bread, kilo . Not sold
-Mllk;, liter 2.50 ' 8.5
Eggs, dozen 10, 12-18,
Butter, kilo : 25, 30-35,
Vegetable oll, liter- 10-20., - . 20-30,
Cheege; kilo 10-25, 20-35,
Sugar, kilo 11-50+ Not sold
Beef', filet, kllo . 15, 30.
Beef; 2nd choice, kilo 12, 25.
Beef; other cuts, kilo - 5-10. 10,
Mutton, 1st grade, kilo . 18, 25.
Pork; 1lst grade, kilo ‘ 20, : 30, .
Veal, lat grade, kilo 18, 30,
Chicken, dressed, kilo . 30, - ) 45,
Fresh salmon or carp, kilo 12, Not sold
Fish, 2nd grade, kilo 3- 8. Not sold
Carrots, kilo 2, .
Potatoes, kilo . 1, ) 3.
Riece; killo 13. 15-20,
White beans, kilo o . 7. : Te
Apples, kilq : 3- 7. . : : 5- 8.
Oranges; each 3- 5, 3- 5,
Dried fruit, kilo 8-30, - 10-15," ,
Salt, kilo : 1.20 : Not sold
LUXURY FOODS

Black caviar, kilo 80, . i 60.
Smoked salmon, kilo A . “ho, - ) : © ko,
Vodka, 40 degrees, liter - 45, - . 25.
Wine, 85 centiliters - 8-12, - : : 7.
"Cognac," Soviet, 85 o1, - 75. -t Not sold-
"Champagne, " Soviet, bot. 30. . . Not sold
Milk chocolate, kilo . 5. . Not sold
Coffee, ground, kilo . 4o, L _ Not sold
Tea, 1st grade, kilo : o 80. ' Not sold
CLOTHING ’

Rayon, meter . 20-30. . : Not sold
Wool, medium grade, meter 170. : "
Cotton, mercerized, meter , -8-15, ' "
Cotton socks, pair . 5. . "
‘Rayon stockings, good, pr. . 20-40, . . _ . "
‘Man's wool suit- : 550~1400, . . - "
Cotton dress S - 4o-50, "
Man's leather jacket : - 800, | ' "
Leather shoes - 120-4oo0., ' "
‘Felt boots for winter " 110, . oon
Handbag, artificilal leather "30-120, : , "
Woman's felt hat i C 90. ) "
Man's felt hat ' 80, ‘ "
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Annex A (Cont'd)

MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS STATE STORES FREE MARKET

‘ (prices In rubles) (prices In rubles)
Man's bicycle 675. Not"sold

Baby-carriage

Aluminum saucepan 12-30. "
Milk can 12-25, "
Knife and fork, metal 7- 8, "

Cup and saucer

‘Upright pilano 4000. "

Electric refrigerator 3000, ‘ "
AUTOMOBILES

Small car 7500. (Moskvitch) Mileage 70,000-80,000km,
Medium car (like Ford) ' 16000. (Pobeda) Mileage 100,000-130,000 km,
Large luxury car (copy 27000. (2IM) Mileage 100,000-130,000 km.

of 1946 Packard, carriage
work finished by hand)

Housing:

Fuel:

Heating:

Taxes:

1,20 per s8q. m. for the first 10 sq. m. for one person
3.50 for each additional sq. m.

coal - 110 per tn.
firewood - 40 per cu, m.
kerosene - 1.10 per 1it,

15 for each room
10% of income or more
taxes for a married person without children: 6% of income

taxes for a married person with one child: 3% of income
taxes for a married person with two children: 5% of income
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Annex B: Budget in Rubles for an Average Family in Georgian SSR (1952)

TOTAL FAMILY INCOME

Unskilled Skilled VWor- Engineers, Higher
Industrial kers or Tech- @ov't Officials,
Workers nicians Doctors, ete,
12,000 _ 18,000 30,000
1 2 3 4 5
1. Food 6,400 9,320 13,300
2, Clothing and footwear 1,500 2,000 3,000
3. Apartment 200 300 500
4, Furniture 200 300 500
5. Electricity and heating 400 400 400 [
6. Community utility services 50 . 50 50
7. Personal care and services 500 T00 1,000
8. Newspapers - 60 200
9. Entertainment 300 500 ‘ 500
10. Transportation costs 360 400 500
11. Taxes: Income Tax (podokhodnyy) 600 - 1,500 3,000
| Bachelor's tax 60 90 150
State loan 1,000 1,500 3,000
Other taxes 120 180 600
12, Children's education expenses
(textbooks, paper, pencils,
music teacher 210 T00 ~ 800
13. Vacation costs - - 2,000
12" Sport and hobbies - - 500
TOTAL 12,000 18,000 30,000

Note: The sample budgets are made for three income groups living in-
Tbilisi or any other larger town in Georgian SSR. Each famlly consists
of husband, wife, and two children under 17 years of age; both parents
workly none are Party members (Party fee on a 1,200 rubles monthly income
was around 70 rubles, which amounted to almost seven percent), and all
femilies described would be assigned government apartments,
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